


Chinmaya International Foundation (CIF) is the dream come true of Gurudev Swami 
Chinmayananda, the visionary who spread Indian Knowledge traditions, 
philosophy, culture, spirituality, and universal happiness. We are following the 
sacred footprints of Gurudev on the most hallowed land of the maternal home and 
birth place of Śrī Ādi Śaṅkaracārya, the unparalleled reformer of humanity.

WWe have been striving hard to keep up the promise of Gurudev to stand as a bridge 
between the past and present, East and West, science and spirituality, and pundit 
and public. 

TheThe creative ability of ancient Indian psyche was extraordinary, as ṛṣis explored 
deep within and reached the pinnacle of human thought that has no parallel in 
human history. CIF has taken a profound interest in unearthing the beauty of our 
ancient tradition of poetry, literature, and philosophy blended into spiritual ecstasy. 
In this endeavour, it conducted a Summer School workshop with the help of the 
Indian Council of Philosophical Research to portray the significance of our 
traditional teachers in contemporary life. 

SanskritSanskrit was the lingua franca of yesteryears and enjoyed an enviable status in 
Indian history. However, modern India has forgotten Sanskrit and it has fallen into a 
state of disuse. CIF Shodha Sansthan conducted a mega Sanskrit festival to revive 
our heritage, culture, and richness. We are proud that we are involved in the 
preservation of manuscripts to running research in Sanskrit to conducting rare 
lectures on texts like Siddhāntaleśasaṅgraha of Appayya Diskhita.

CIFCIF takes pleasure in recording its achievements in the form of numerous spiritual 
camps that takes the Advaita to the nook and corner of the country and outside 
India.

VVedanta Unveiled was a camp catering to advanced students of Advaita Vedanta 
presented in simple and lucid format by Pujya Guruji Swami Tejomayananda. Guruji 
taught Māṇḍūkya Upaniṣad and made us realize that we are all spiritual beings in 
human frames. Swami Advayananda taught Daśaślokī and made us wonder how 
Ādi Śaṅkaracārya the very incarnation came in human form. 

Editorial

Chinmaya International Foundation stands as a bridge

between East and West, past and present, science and

spirituality, pundit and the public.

Swami Chinmayananda
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We are in no way lagging behind in Bhakti and Swami 
Sharadananda conducted a very successful campaign of 
Devi Māhātmyam – Caritam 2.

AdvaitaAdvaita Vedānta Immersive was a feather in the cap of 
CIF. It tried a new experiment of taking the extremely 
difficult topic of Advaita to delegates who are not 
exposed to an in-depth knowledge of Vedānta. The 
camp became very successful and CIF decided to have 
this course every year in the month of December as a 
novel way to end the year.

PleasePlease go through our newsletter for all other events that 
enriched seekers and we look forward to your attending 
future events in CIF. 

Please do not hesitate to provide us your feedback so 
that we can improve our further newsletter.

With Prem and Om
Dr R. N. Sreenathan, Academic Director, CIF

TheThe Newsletter Team welcomes your views, reviews and 
suggestions at cifnewsletter@chinfo.org

Editorial Advisory Committee
   Swami Advayananda
   Dr. Dilipkumar Rana, Director, CIFSS
Editorial Committee
   Sri. K K Rajan (Publisher)
EEditing and Compilation Team
   Dr. R. N. Sreenathan
   Sandhya Sundar
   Shefali Arvind
   Vijay Nair

Editorial Team



PAGE 02 CIF ANNUAL NEWSLETTER 2018

Dignitaries: Prof. Bhagirathi Nanda, Dean of 
Sahitya, Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri Rashtriya Sanskrit 
Vidyapeeth, New Delhi; Swami Sharadananda 
Sarasvati, CIF; Dr. Ramakrishna Pejjataya, CVV and 
Dr. Dilip Kumar Rana, Director, CIF Shodha 
Sansthan (CIFSS).
No. of participants: 400

Sanskrit Festival 2017

July 20, 21 and August 7, 2017

emotions to give birth to his magnum opus, the 
Mahābhārata. Vālmīki too has written several 
passages that touch upon Vedānta. Kālidāsa has 
eulogized the Trimūrti – Brahma, Viṣṇu and Śiva as 
manifestations of sat-cit-ānanda, the 
para-brahman. It is thus seen that philosophy and 
poetry in India go hand-in-hand. Dr. Ganesh dealt 
wiwith the relevance of these masters not just 
historically but in contemporary life too.

supported by Shri Arjun Bharadwaj, Dr. Arundhati 
Sundar, and the academic and executive team.

TheThe programme was inaugurated by Prof. K T 
Madhavan, Director, International School of 
Sankara Studies, Sree Sankaracharya University of 
Sanskrit (SSUS), Kalady; Prof. B. Mahadevan, Vice 
Chancellor, CVV; Swami Sharadananda Sarasvati, 
CIF; and Prof. Sreekala Nair, Member, ICPR, Dean 
of Faculty & HOD, Philosophy, SSUS, Kalady.

ThisThis summer programme was thematically a 
continuation from the Summer School 2016 theme 
of Kalāyoga – The Heart of Indian Art. It brought 
to focus the pervasive cultural influence of the 
literature of Vyāsa, Vālmīki, Kālidāsa through the 
millennia not just across India but extensively in 
South-east and Eastern Asia. 

DDr. Ganesh stated the purpose of Indian 
philosophy and classical arts as the realization of 
Ānanda, Joy. While the Ānanda derived from the 
pursuit of philosophy is eternal, the joy from 
pursuing the arts, although ephemeral, gives us a 
‘taste’ of that same sāttvika joy. Rasānanda 
therefore serves as empirical proof for the 
existenceexistence of Brahmānanda and gives us 
confidence that the latter is something that can be 
actualized in our lives. Vyāsa, Vālmīki and Kālidāsa 
are not merely poets, but are ṛṣis, seer-poets. 
Vyāsa collated the Vedas, which form the bedrock 
of Indian culture and philosophy, and his creative 
genius made him integrate his philosophical 
backgbackground with a keen observation of human

Academic Director: Śatāvadhāni Dr. R. Ganesh 
Academic Coordinator: Sri. Arjun Bharadwaj 
Program Executive: Dr. Arundhati Sundar
                                   
TheThe Chinmaya International Foundation (CIF) in 
collaboration with the Chinmaya 
Vishwavidyapeeth (CVV) organized a ten-day 
International Residential Summer School titled 
“Vyāsa-Vālmīki-Kālidāsa – Realizing the Spirit of 
Indian Culture Through Their Creations.” 
Supported by a grant from the Indian Council of 
PhilosophicalPhilosophical Research (ICPR), the workshop 
hosted at Adi Shankara Nilayam drew over 53 
participants. It was conceptualized by Śatāvadhāni 
Dr. R. Ganesh with Swami Advayananda, CIF, 

Summer School 2017:

Vyasa-Valmiki-Kalidasa

17 to 26 June 2017

- -- - -

Academic Camps
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manuscript conservation; Swami Sharadananda 
Sarasvati presented the benedictory speech in 
which he spoke of the importance of preserving 
the treasure of letters that carries wisdom from 
generation to generation. Prof. M. Velayudhan 
Nair delivered the inaugural address and also 
spoke on the fundamentals of preservation, 
restorarestoration and conservation of cultural heritage.

Dr. Pratik Srivastava, Senior Technical Director, 
National Informatics Centre, New Delhi, was the 
guest of honour who spoke on how government 
agencies function to aid manuscript conservation 
efforts with advanced information technology. The 
workshop was a success due to the expert 
guidance of resource persons including Mrs 
MaMadhu Rani, Director, INTACH Chitrakala 
Parishath Art Conservation Centre (ICKPAC), 
Karnataka;  Mallika Mitra, Director, Indian 
Conservation Institute, Orissa Art Conservation 
Centre, State Museum Premises, Bhubaneswar; 
Niraja Gopi, Curator, Consultant Curator, 
Parliament Museum, and Creative Head, Heritage 
Keepers,Keepers, New Delhi; and Kirti Srivastav, 
Coordinator, National Manuscripts Mission, New 
Delhi.

Dr. Ajit Kumar, Faculty of Vedānta at Government 
Sanskrit College, Tripunithura, was the chief 
invitee for the valedictory function. He spoke of 
the possibility of working closely with CIFSS for 
cataloguing, conserving and publishing the 
manuscripts collection of the Sanskrit College. 
The session chaired by CIFSS Director, Dr. Dilip 
KumarKumar Rana ended with the vote of thanks 
proposed by Sri Ananta Vasudeva Nanda, Curator 
of CIFSS’s manuscript library.

Dignitaries: Dr. Pratik Srivastava, Senior Technical 
Director, National Informatics Centre, New Delhi; 
Swami Sharadananda, CIF; Prof. M. Velayudhan 
Nair, Chief Advisor to Kerala Govt. for Museums; 
Prof. N. P. Unni, former Vice-Chancellor of SSUS 
and former Chairman, Managing Committee, 
CIFSS; and Dr. Dilip Kumar Rana, Director, CIFSS.

TheThe workshop on Preventive Conservation on 
Manuscripts and Old Books commenced on 21st 
August 2017 with a prayer and the welcome 
speech of Dr. Dilip Kumar Rana, Director of CIFSS.
Prof. N. P. Unni spoke on the importance of

Dr. Rajashekar Reddy, Deputy Director of CIFSS 
proposed a vote of thanks. 

Preventive Conservation on

Manuscripts and Old Books

21 – 25 August, 2017

The Sanskrit Festival, 2017, held on 7th August 
had 400 students from 23 educational institutions 
who participated in events such as recitation, 
elocution, drawing/painting, poetry writing, 
story-writing, story-telling, Sanskrit group song, 
Sanskrit drama etc.

SriSri Ananta Vasudeva Nanda, Curator of CIFSS 
welcomed the guests. Chief Guest Prof. Bhagirathi 
Nanda, Dean of Sahitya, Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri 
Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, New Delhi 
elaborated on different ways of inculcating 
Sanskrit in school children. 

DDr. Dilip Kumar Rana, Director of CIFSS presided. 
He gave an account of the Sanskrit Festival and 
related activities carried out by the Shodha 
Sansthan and expressed hope that it would be 
even better in the coming years.

SwamiSwami Sharadananda Sarasvati of CIF spoke in 
detail about the culture of Kerala being rooted in 
Sanskrit and the social changes and advancements 
of the people as a result of exposure to different 
literary forms of Sanskrit.

DDr. Ramakrishna Pejjataya, renowned scholar and 
faculty member of Chinmaya Vishwavidyapeeth, 
was the guest of honour. He spoke on the historic 
background in celebrating Sanskrit Festival on 
Śrāvaṇa Pūrnimā.

CerCertificates and mementos and participation 
certificates were distributed. The over-all 
championship trophy was bagged by Bhavan’s 
Vidya Mandir, Elamakkara and the runner-up was 
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, Guruvayoor Campus.
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compiled selected gems from the Vedāntic  
literature into a book, Siddhāntaleśa-saṅgraha. He 
composed the text in an age of extreme bigotry 
and vigorous proselytization, fighting in the name 
of the God and the conception of salvation. He 
attempted to reconcile creeds, cults and 
philosophies and unified the warring sects by an 
unquesunquestioned allegiance to the Śrutis and the 
Smṛtis. Siddhāntaleśa-saṅgraha collects the 
opinions of Vācaspati Miśra, Vivaraṇacārya, 
Ānandabodhācārya, Citsukhācārya, Swami 
Vidyāraṇya, Sureśvarācārya, Nṛsimha 
Bhaṭṭopādhyāya, Kaumudīkāra, Vedānta- 
siddhānta-muktāvalīkāra and others in such a way 
soso as to be brief but complete, and these are 
presented in the order in which these texts 
advance further from the previous view.

The programme was conducted with the 
munificence of a devotee of Gurudev from 
California.

Course Director: Prof. V. Kutumba Sastri
Dignitaries:Dignitaries: Swami Advayananda, CIF; Prof. V. 
Kutumba Sastry, Former Vice-chancellor of 
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi; Prof. G. 
Gangadharan Nair, Chairman of CIFSS Managing 
Committee; Dr. Dilip Kumar Rana, Director, CIFSS; 
and Prof. B. Mahadevan, Vice-chancellor, 
Chinmaya Vishwavidyapeeth.
No. of participants:  20No. of participants:  20

Appayya Dīkṣita’s Siddhāntaleśa-saṅgraha is a 
celebrated 15th-century text on Vedānta. At a 
time when the Vedānta literature had become too 
vast with hundreds of texts presenting different 
views and interpretations, Appayya Dīkṣita 

The Siddhantalesa-sangraha

of Appayya Diksita - Part 1

1 to 14 December 2017

´-

-
.

.



CIF ANNUAL NEWSLETTER 2018 PAGE 05

Pañcadaśī – The Building 
Blocks of Vedānta 
(Chapters 2, 3, 4)
Ch 2: Mahābhūta Vivekaḥ
Ch 3: Pañcakoṣa Vivekaḥ
Ch 4: Dvaita Vivekaḥ
Speaker:
PProf. Swami Advayananda

Learning Sanskrit 
Language Structure 
(Level 5)
Speaker:
Prof. V. N. Jha and Prof. 
Ujjwala Jha

Kalāyoga: The Heart of 
Indian Art
Summer School 2016 | The 
philosophy and Practice of 
Indian Art
Speaker:
Multiple

Jīvanmuktiviveka 
(Chapters 1 & 2)
Chapter 1: 
Jīvanmukti-pramāṇa-prakaraṇa 
Chapter 2: 
Vāsanākṣaya-prakaraṇa 
Speaker:
Swami AdvayanandaSwami Advayananda

Śiṣyānuśāsanam
Eternal Commandments from 
the Taittirīya Upaniṣad
Speaker:
Swami Sharadananda Sarasvati

Devī Māhātmyam – 
Caritam 2
Glory of the Mother
Speaker:
Swami Sharadananda Sarasvati

Discourses on Ācārya 
Śaṅkara's Daśaślokī
I am the Non-Dual Self
Speaker:
Prof. Swami Advayananda

Ancient Keys to Modern 
Doors
Level 1 Sanskrit Webinar
Speaker:
Prof. Varun Khanna

Śrī Ādi Śaṅkarācārya’s 
Adhyāsa Bhāṣya
A Preamble to the 
Brahmasūtra
Speaker:
Swami Advayananda

DVD’s

Publications
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CIF Publications

cifpublications@chinfo.org

+91 92077 11138

www.chinfo.org/publications

Dhīmahi – Vol 8

Parisaranītiśatakam
Sanskrit verses on 
Environmental Ethics 
Author:
Dr. Mangesh Venkatesh 
Nadkarni

Key to Kāraka
Author:
Shivani V. and Santosh More

Yuktidīpikā
Speaker:
Prof. Madhusudan Penna and 
Dr. Ramesh Kumar Sharma

The Word & The World
Summer School 2015
Speaker:
Prof. Ashok Akhlujkar and 
Prof. Srinivasa Varakhedi

Siddhāntaleśasaṅgraha 
of Appayya Dikshita 
(Parts 1 & 2)
Speaker:
Prof. V. Kutumba Sastry

Path to Fulfilment
Speaker:
Swami Sharadananda Sarasvati

JOURNAL

BOOKS

DVD’s

Publications
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More than two hundred participants were divided 
into smaller groups aptly named ‘Aitareya’, 
‘Chāndogya’, Bṛhadāraṇyaka’, ‘Māṇḍūkya’ etc. 
Group discussions from 11 am to 12 pm were filled 
with hot debates, discussions, arguments, 
confusions, clarifications, agreements, 
disagreements, references, and cross-references, 
andand when somebody shot a Brahmāstra saying, 
“This is how Guruji explained it,” all would finally 
agree without any hesitation. Pādukā pūjās began 
at 12:30 pm. The stage was beautifully decorated 
with Pujya Gurudev’s revered pādukās. On the last 
day Pujya Guruji performed the pādukā pūjā along 
with the other sādhakās, and distributed the camp 
prasādam to aprasādam to all.

The valedictory as always saw the sorrow of 
leaving the ‘Nilayam’ and the joy of being with 
Pujya Guruji and studying one of the most 
profound and beautiful texts from the treasure 
house of Vedānta.

Group Discussions

laughter. Two young participant boys from 
Mumbai offered Sevā at the bookshop, selling 
books, DVDs, CDs, gift items and so on during the 
day. They made sure anybody entering the 
bookshop left with something or the other. In the 
evening satsaṅga, Guruji would invariably ask, “Āj 
kitnī kitāben becī? - How many books did you sell 
today?”today?” In one such gathering Guruji asked 
younger of the boy, Arjun, “What do you want to 
study?” He replied ‘Space’. “And you? What do 
you want to become?” Guruji asked the elder one, 
Gautam. He replied, “I want to become an 
archaeologist.” “Oh, oh, you want to become an 
archaeologist! Do you know who an archaeologist 
is?is? … One whose future is in ruins!” And all burst 
out laughing. Thus concluded that day’s informal 
gathering, and so it went every evening.

For some of the sādhakās the most awaited event 
of the day was informal satsaṅga at Guruji’s Kuṭiyā 
in the evening after dinner. Little Chinmaya, a 
devotee’s one-year-old son, would hold Guruji’s 
hand and pull him towards the hall room where 
many sādhakās would be waiting for Guruji. 
During conversations Guruji would always find 
somesomething or the other to bring smiles and 

The After-dinner Informal

Satsangas
.

From early evening everybody started to arrive at 
the Illam and the temples. The whole area of the 
Illam and the surroundings, Sarasvatī Sabhā, 
Kulapura Mālikā, the temple complex, the 
pathways, the Annakṣetram, Pujya Guruji’s Kuṭiyā, 
all were decked with the earthen diyās and 
flowers. As the amāvāsya darkness dawned, all the 
diyāsdiyās waged a war and shooed away the darkness. 
The whole Nilayam was lit beautifully.

Later Swami Swatmananda and others including 
young kids enjoyed the short series of fireworks.
‘Dīvālī evening saw the most magnificent pūjās of 
all, the Lakṣmī pūjā, arranged, decorated, 
coordinated and performed by Swami 
Sharadananda and others. Initially we saw a small 
and beautiful idol of mother Lakṣmī, with all 
suitable ornaments tailor-made to the size of the 
small idol.

AndAnd just when we thought that the pūjā was about 
to get over, the curtains were pulled and there was 
one magnificent sight! The sight of a 
well-decorated, marvellous big idol of mother 
Lakṣmī! During the āratī the hall lights were put off 
and the oil lamps remained lit, and it was a sight 
beautiful to behold.

The magnificent ‘Divali Puja’-----

The very first day of the camp saw the 
inauguration of the murals at the Illam, or 
Melpazhur Mana, depicting the life history of Ādi 
Śaṅkarācārya drawn by artist Gopi Chevayur. 
Śaṅkaram, the academic block of the Chinmaya 
Vishwavidyapeeth was inaugurated by Pujya 
Guruji on October 20, 2027. Swami 
SharadanandajiSharadanandaji performed pūjā of Goddess 
Sarasvatī who adorns the pond in the middle of 
Śaṅkaram. Pujya Guruji also released the book 
‘Key to Kāraka’ by Shivani V and Santosh More. 

The Inauguration of ‘Mural

Paintings’ and ‘Sankaram’, and a

Book Release

.
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Dignitaries: Swami Advayananda, Swami 
Sharadananda, Dr. R. N. Sreenathan, Academic 
Director, CIF

TheThe celebrations began early in the day with 
Swami Sharadananda Sarasvati conducting an 
aṣṭottara arcanā of Tapovan Maharaj, 
Guruvāyurappan and Bhagavad Gītā. Chapters 2, 
9, 15, 17 and selected verses from chapter 18 
were chanted by all those present. 

TheThe convocation programme started with an 
invocation prayer by Smt. Shanthi Rammohan. 
This was followed by the welcome address and 
presentation of Home Study Courses Report by 
Radhika Modur, Administrator of Home Study 
Courses (HSC). In his presidential address, Pujya 
Swami Advayananda congratulated the HSC team 
forfor ensuring that knowledge of Sanskrit and 
Vedānta was spread to more and more individuals 
and the benefit reached a worldwide audience.

8th Convocation of Home Study

Courses

30 November 2017

when they saw the demo of “children-chariot” 
going around the assembly. Swamiji also met with 
parents and gave them some key messages on 
parenting in a humorous way. 

All participants had a memorable time with 
knowledgeable insights into the concepts of 
Tattva-bodha.

No. of participants: 150

Chinmaya Mission, Alpharetta, experienced 
Swami Ramakrishnananda’s one-of-a-kind yagna 
from 17 to 24 August 2017 held at the Chinmaya 
Gurukul ashram.

TheThe topic chosen was Tattva-bodha. Swamiji’s 
unique “4 D presentation” using catchy power 
point slides, interesting representations on the 
writing board, innovative props and Swamiji’s own 
characteristic humour-filled action-oriented talks 
made his yagna a huge hit with more than 150 of 
all ages in the audience.

SwamijiSwamiji also addressed the Bala Vihar children. 
During the short time, the 600+ children learnt the 
powerful message of importance of sense control 

Jñana Yagna by Swami

Ramakrishnananda at Chinmaya

Mission Alpharetta-USA

17 to 24 August 2017

-

On September 2, about 35 members attended a 
satsaṅga by Swamiji. In the satsaṅga, Swamiji 
spoke on Śrī Rāmā, the Ideal Man from the 
viewpoints of Vālmīki, Kālīdāsa and Kamban. 

SwamijiSwamiji expounded the 16 values embodied by 
the Śrī Rāma avatāra. At the end of the talk, 
Swamiji mentioned that the satsaṅga was an 
introduction to the programme he would conduct 
the following year in the USA.

Swami Ramakrishnananda visited Chinmaya 
Mission Washington Regional Centre during his 
trip to the US in Aug-Nov 2017.  

SwamijiSwamiji taught introductory level Sanskrit on 
August 27 and August 28 for about 6 hours on 
both days. From August 27 through September 1, 
2017, Swamiji taught advanced-level  Sanskrit for 
90 minutes every day. About 50 members from 
Virginia and Maryland benefited from the classes. 
Swamiji’s unique style of teaching was appreciated 
byby all. Despite the advanced level classes being 
scheduled on weekdays, the participation was in 
substantial numbers.

Swami Ramakrishnananda’s visit

to Chinmaya Mission, Washington

Regional Centre

August - November 2017

Home Study Courses
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Faculty:  Shri Vinay Nair
No. of Participants:  60

CIFCIF and School of Vedic Maths completed the 9th 
annual residential camp Vedic Mathrix at CIF. 60 
math-enthusiasts, including children and adults, 
participated in the camp. The faculty, Shri Vinay 
Nair, took the participants through topics like 
magic squares, Katapayadi number system and 
modern-day cryptography.  During the sessions 
thethe participants were engaged in discovering 
patterns in creating magic squares, coming up 
with claims and conjectures, and trying to prove or 
disprove them. The participants also enjoyed 
debates on topics like social media and artificial 
intelligence.  Asst. Prof. at Chinmaya 
Vishwavidyapeeth, Dr. Varun Khanna, sharing his 
personalpersonal experiences, showed how Sanskrit as a 
key opens a lot of locks in our lives. All the 
participants enjoyed the master-class session. The 
camp was a success and the participants gathered 
a lot of interesting questions to work on even after 
the camp. The campers said that they would be 
looking forward to the camp next year.

Vedic Mathrix

16 to 20 April, 2018

Computer Science were conducted for students of 
grade 10 to 12.

No of participants:  889

CIFCIF and School of Vedic Maths conducted the 
annual two-week workshop for students of grades 
6, 7 and 8 in Pushpalata Vidya Mandir and 
Pushpalata Matriculation School, Tirunelveli, on 
Vedic Mathematics and Ancient Indian 
Mathematics. This is the fifth year that the 
workshop was conducted and a total of 889 
studentsstudents from both schools attended. The faculty, 
Shri Vinay Nair, discussed multiplication 
techniques in Vedic Mathematics for 6th grade. 
7th and 8th graders studied squaring techniques, 
exploration in Pythagorean triplets and 
Brahmaguptan tetrads and digital roots. Some 
students of 8th grade who had a greater affinity to 
mamathematics studied cyclic quadrilaterals. There 
was a session for teachers on Teaching 
Mathematics. Two informative sessions on 
application of Mathematics and Statistics in

Vedic Maths workshop at

Pushpalata Vidya Mandir

16th August to 1st September 2017

The participants said in the feedback that they 
never knew that the Pascal's Triangle was 
originally given by Piṅgala two millenniums before 
Blaise Pascal, that the Fibonacci numbers were 
known to Indian musicians like Virahanka and 
Hemachandra centuries before Fibonacci, the 
binary number system was first introduced by 
Piṅgala,Piṅgala, and so on. The participants could also see 
the unseen thread that tied Math, Music and 
Computer Science. In their feedback, some of 
them shared that they look forward to more 
detailed workshops in future.Faculty: Shri Vinay Nair

No. of participants: 25

ChinmayaChinmaya International Foundation, Chinmaya 
Vrindavan and School of Vedic Maths jointly 
organized a two-day workshop on Algorithms and 
Combinatorics for high school students and elders 
at Cranbury Township, New Jersey, in July 2017. 
The 25 participants were middle and high school 
students and working professionals. The faculty of 
thethe workshop, Shri Vinay Nair, took the 
participants through the history and development 
of Combinatorics and through some powerful 
algorithms that were written thousands of years 
ago in texts like Chandas Shastra.

The participants were baffled to see the origin of a 
subject like Permutations and Combinations in 
India through poetry and music. The workshop 
focused on connecting Algorithms used by 
ancient Indian mathematicians to modern day 
applications. Problems on Probability and Proofs 
were also discussed which encouraged the 
parparticipants to think on the same problem from 
various angles, differentiate between good and 
bad reasoning and come up with a good 
argument to prove or disprove a certain claim.

Vedic Maths - Workshop on

Algorithms and Combinatorics

29 and 30 July 2017

the prasāda pustikā by Pujya Swami Advayananda 
to the students who had completed various 
courses. Br Chirantan Chaitanya proposed the 
vote of thanks and the function concluded with 
closing prayers.
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Your Power or Lose It'. In an immersive dialogue 
on 'Succeeding At Your Workplace', Sri N. M. 
Sundar, Campus Director of Chinmaya 
Vishwavidyapeeth essayed the challenges faced 
by Indian youth as they encounter their first job. 
This was followed by a workshop on 'Upskilling for 
the Careers of the Future' by Mr. S.R. Nair, 
Founder of Mentor Guru Pvt. Ltd, Ernakulam. Founder of Mentor Guru Pvt. Ltd, Ernakulam. 

Finely blending statistical evidence and animated 
story-telling, he unveiled the emerging career 
opportunities for Management graduates in South 
India.

On 26th Oct '17, Brahmachari Ved Chaitanya, 
engaged the campers in a Q&A session. In his 
insightful and humorous style, Vedji answered 
over 50 questions ranging from Indian Culture to 
Faith, Rituals, Mind Management, Handling 
Relationships etc.

SriSri Arun. P.R., a theatre professional and a student 
from Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit, 
Kalady, conducted a workshop on Theatre and 
Team Dynamics. The innovative workshop 
composed of many engaging modules on 
Kinesthetics, Empathy, Choreography and 
Creativity. 

AsAs part of the camp, outbound visits were 
organised: a hike to the legendary Pazhoor Shiva 
temple, trekking at Ramakkal Medu as well as 
Industrial Visit to Anna-Kitex factory, 
Kizhakkambalam. Dr. K.K. Muraleedharan 
(Principal), Mrs. Reshma Sreedharan and Mr. 
Nishith Anand ( Faculty) and Mr. Prasanth M.P ( 
Librarian) cooLibrarian) coordinated the programme.

CIF hosted the 26th edition of the annual 
outbound workshop organised by Chinmaya 
Institute of Technology, Kannur, from 23rd to 28th 
October 2017. Offered for the first Semester MBA 
students of Chintech, the programme had a 
balanced mix of interactive sessions and 
experiential learning.

OnOn 24th Oct '17, Dr. R. N. Sreenathan, Academic 
Director of CIF inaugurated the programme and 
delivered the Keynote Address on the topic 'Use

26th Chintech Students

Empowerment Programme

23 to 28 October 2017

Later, Swami Viviktananda, Regional Head, 
Chinmaya Mission Kerala, gave the benedictory 
address and announced the centres of Chinmaya 
Mission where each student is posted for the next 
10 months for their service. The function was 
concluded by chanting Pujya Gurudev Swami 
Chinmayananda’s aṣṭottaram and āratī.

Camp Facilitators: Br. Sudheer Chaitanya
Dignitaries:  Br. Mukunda Chaitanya, Chinmaya 
Mission Kozhikode, Sri Suresh Mohan, Chief 
Sevak, Chinmaya Seva Trust Kerala Swami 
Viviktananda, Regional Head, Chinmaya Mission 
Kerala

TheThe graduation ceremony of Malayalam Youth 
Empowerment Programme (YEP) batch 2 was held 
on October 14, 2017. Br. Mukunda Chaitanya, 
Chinmaya Mission Kozhikode gave the welcome 
speech.  Sri Suresh Mohan, Chief Sevak, Chinmaya 
Seva Trust Kerala, delivered the presidential 
address. In his speech, he addressed the YEP2 
graduatesgraduates about the opportunities that has been 
opened to them in serving the world. Br. Sudheer 
Chaitanya, shared his experience as the Facilitator 
of the course. He also gave a summary of the 
course and presented a report on the course.

Convocation of Youth

Empowerment Programme 2

14 October, 2017
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were the camp Facilitators, and they were
welcomedwelcomed with the Pūrṇa Kumbha. Invocation was 
done by Smt. Usha, camper from Trichy, followed 
by a welcome speech and introduction of both the 
Swamiji and Vibhooti Amma by Smt. Archana 
Devi, group member from Trichy. Swami 
Sharadananda inaugurated the camp by lighting 
the lamp with Swami Shashvathananda and 
VibhooVibhooti Amma.  The highlights for the day was 
the release of the DVD of the ‘Devī Mahātmyam’ 
discourse by Swami Sharadananda. Swami 
Shashvathananda handed over the first copy of 
the DVD to Vibhooti Amma.

The highlights for the day was the release of the 
DVD of the ‘Devī Mahātmyam’ discourse by 
Swami Sharadananda. Swami Shashvathananda 
handed over the first copy of the DVD to Vibhooti 
Amma. A brief talk was given by Dr. R. N. 
Sreenathan, Academic Director of CIF. The 
inaugural was followed by Guru pādukā pūjā. 

TheThe main texts covered for the camp was 
Mukunda-mālā by Vibhooti Amma and 
Kaivalya-upaniṣad by Swami Shashvathananda. 
Cultural programmes were performed by the 
campers on 16th May in the presence of Swami 
Sharadananda, Swami Shashvathananda, Vibhooti 
Amma and Dr. R. N. Sreenathan. The valedictory 
funcfunction was conducted on 16th May. The function 
started with an invocation by Smt. Rama Bai 
followed by a brief talk by Dr. R. N. Sreenathan, 
who also offered Guru dakṣinā to Swami 
Shashvathananda and Vibhooti Amma on behalf 
of CIF. Sri Venkata Ramanan, one of the campers, 
delivered the vote of thanks. After distribution of 
YYajna Prasāda by Swami Shashvathananda, the 
camp concluded with Hanuman-cālisā. 

Camp Facilitators: Smt. Vibhooti Shah, Chinmaya 
Mission Trichy; Swami Shashvathananda, 
Chinmaya Mission Salem
No. of Participants: 48

Chinmaya Mission Trichy organised a camp at CIF.  
Smt. Vibhooti Shah and Swami Shashvathanandaji 

Sadhana Camp by Chinmaya

Mission

10 May to 16 May 2018

delighted by it, his listeners drawn to his 
unconventional teaching style and humour. 

FFrom the second day onwards Guru pādukā pūjā 
was conducted at Gurudev Shrine. Pūjās were 
performed daily, led by Br. Ved Chaitanya. The 
camp concluded on May 24th, and Br. Ved 
Chaitanya offered Guru-dakṣinā to Swami 
Ramakrishnananda on behalf of CIF family. Vote of 
thanks was given by one of the campers from 
TrichTrichy, Smt. Gowshini.

Camp Facilitator: Swami Ramakrishnananda
No. of Participants: 64
ChinmayaChinmaya Mission, Nagapattinam, organised a 
camp at CIF on the Bhagavad-gītā, chapters 1 to 5 
with Swami Ramakrishnananda. The camp was 
inaugurated by the lighting of the lamp and an 
invocation prayer. 

Swamiji gave a wonderful commentary of the 
scriptures in Tamil and all participants were 

Bhagavad-gita Camp by

Chinmaya Mission Nagapattinam

18 May to 24 May 2018

--

assisted by the yuvaveers of the eleventh batch. 
The camp began with a powerful inaugural 
address by Dr. R. N. Sreenathan. Shri N. M. 
Sundar, Campus Director, Chinmaya 
Vishwavidyapeeth was also present. 

InIn addition the children also enjoyed watching a 
movie titled ‘Rāmāyaṇa The epic’ and had a 
session were they had to write letters to Lord 
Rāmā. Their creative juices lit up. To bring more to 
their adventurous plates they had a Treasure Hunt 
in the ashram; they also went to the Shiva temple 
at Pazhoor on foot.

InIn order to help them break their shells and come 
out of their inhibitions they were made to go 
around and find the names of the workers as well 
as show their gratitude to the workers in the 
ashram. The valedictory was rather an 
unforgettable moment as the children shared their 
camp impressions followed by a most impactful 
taketake away given by Vedji. The vote of thanks was 
rendered by Yuvaveer Radhakrishna.
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Devī Mahātmyam - Caritam 2

Advaita Vedānta Immersive

Adi Sankara & Chinmaya Mahotsavam 2018

On the 12th and 13th of November, all the 
delegates visited the famous temples at Kalady, 
Thrissur, and  Guruvayur.

Camp Facilitator: Swami Gahanananda, 
Chinmaya Mission Tumkur, Karnataka
Dignitaries: Swami Advayananda, CIF; Dr. R. N. 
Sreenathan, Academic Director, CIF
No. of Participants:  70

AA Sādhanā Śibira was organized at CIF under the 
guidance of Swami Gahanananda, Chinmaya 
Mission Tumkur, Karnataka. Campers between the 
ages of 27 years and 85 years attended the camp. 
The inaugural lamp was lit by Swami 
Advayananda, CIF. Smt. Girija took class on 
Vedapaṭhana and Meditation. Swami 
GahananandaGahanananda expounded Hastāmalaka-stotra in 
the morning session and Bhagavad-gītā Chapter 
17 "Śraddha-traya Yoga" in the afternoon session. 
Every day, a group discussion on a topic given by 
Swamiji was conducted. 

A satsaṅga was conducted by Smt. Girija and a 
talk by Br. Ved Chaitanya proved to be a spiritually 
uplifting experience. The valedictory programme 
held on 11th November was chaired by Dr. R. N. 
Sreenathan. This was followed by some of the 
campers sharing their experiences of the śibira. 

Sadhana Sibira

6 to 13 November 2017

-́-

potent talk on the importance of the Guru, the 
meaning of the word ‘pādukā’, and the Glory of 
being in the spiritual folds of Grand Masters like 
Ādi Śaṅkarācārya, Swami Tapovan Maharaj and 
Gurudev Swami Chinmayananda. After a highly 
inspiring talk, eleven yajmāns engaged in 
performing the Guru pādukā pūjā while the rest of 
thethe campers did mānasika pādukā pūjā at 
Gurudev's shrine.

Sixty-nine sādhakās attended the 
Īśāvāsya-upaniṣad camp at CIF. The profundity of 
Śaṅkarā’s bhāṣya on this Upaniṣad was very 
patiently and lovingly taught to the Campers by 
Brni. Nidhi Chaitanya. 

ManyMany campers also purified their minds through 
the karma of dāna by donating generously to the 
Chuttuvilakku lighting of 1000 lamps, and the 
offering of bhikṣā to the Guru paramparā by 
giving annadāna. 

ItIt is said that the greatest dāna is that of 
abhayadāna or the gifting of fearlessness to an 
individual. The campers were systematically 
guided on how to achieve fearlessness by the 
logical thought flow of asking 'Who Am I Not?'

The camp concluded on the auspicious day of 
Guru Pūrṇimā. Brni. Nidhi Chaitanya  presented a

Guru Purnima Camp

4 to 9 July 2017

.
- -
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In a public meeting organised to mark the 
occasion, Prof. B. Mahadevan, Vice Chancellor 
Vishwavidyapeeth, welcomed the gathering and 
introduced the chief guest, Dr. Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan. Swami Paramatmananda, noted 
spiritual teacher, explained the genesis of the 
Ekatma Yatra and how it was being led by Saints 
andand people in society rather than politicians or 
bureaucrats.

In his benediction address, Swami Advayananda 
mentioned that Śrī Ādi Śaṅkara shone brightest 
when he reached the centre of the nation, Madhya 
Pradesh, where he met his Guru. The public 
programme ended with a Vote of Thanks by the 
Chief Sevak of CIF, Sri K K Rajan.

TheThe bus culminated its journey on the 22nd of 
January, 2018, at Omkareshwar. On the same day, 
the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi presided 
over the bhūmi pūjā of the location where the 
108-foot idol of Ādi Śaṅkarācārya will be installed.

108-foot idol of the renowned saint Śrī Ādi 
Śaṅkarācārya at Omkareshwar on the banks of the 
Narmada river. Born in Kerala, this great saint 
travelled at the tender age of eight to 
Omkareshwar to meet his Guru, Śrī Govinda 
Bhagavatpādācārya.

TheThe Ādi Śaṅkara Sandesh Vahini, an initiative of 
Chinmaya Mission and the Govt. of Madhya 
Pradesh, is a bus carrying the life-story of Śrī Ādi 
Śaṅkarācārya on wheels, and it was specially 
designed to be a part of the Government’s 
initiative called ‘Ekatma Yatra’. The intricately 
designed bus carried panels depicting significant 
incidentsincidents from Śrī Śaṅkarā’s life. This bus was 
flagged off from Adi Sankara Nilayam on Dec 29, 
2017 by Hon’ble CM of Madhya Pradesh, Dr. 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan.

The CM was offered the first kalaśa containing 
mud of the illam to be used in the 
foundation-laying ceremony of the construction of 
the 108-ft high statue of Śrī Ādi Śaṅkara in 
Omkareshwar.

Dignitaries:  Dr. Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Hon’ble 
CM of Madhya Pradesh; Swami Mitrananda, 
Trustee, Chinmaya Vishwavidyapeeth, Prof. B. 
Mahadevan, Vice Chancellor, Vishwavidyapeeth; 
Swami Advayananda, CIF 

The Madhya Pradesh government will install a

Flag off of Adi Sankara Sandesh

Vahini

29th December 2017

.´-

Shri N. M. Sundar shared the memory of his 
blissful moments with Pujya Gurudev and 
explained his various names. Br. Ved also 
explained one of Gurudev’s name Bhārata 
Gouravāya Namaḥ. A brief talk in Malayalam was 
given by Br. Mukunda. 

TheThe morning programme was concluded with 
maha āratī. In the evening, Chuttuvilakku was lit at 
the Swayambhu Ayyappa temple.



Manufacturers/ Importers/ Exporters/ Distributers:
Prismatic/ Digital Clinical Thermometers,
Medical Disposable/ Consumable/

Diagnostic Products etc

A-12&13, Industrial Estate,
Aligarh-202001 (UP), India

TTel: (0571) 3206780, 2409163
Fax: (0571) 2403238

Email: hicksindia@gmail.com
Website: www.hicksindia.com

HICKS
THERMOMETERS (I) LTD

Whoever offers Me with devotion a leaf, a flower, a fruit 
or a little water that, so offered devotedly by the 

pure-minded, I accept. (9.26)
Dedicated unto

Pujya Gurudev Swami Chinmayananda by

Master Gita Master Life with
Swami Advayananda
  Begins January 2019
  20-month Course expounding on all 700 slokas of the
  Bhagavad Gita
  Every Second Saturdays & Sundays, every month
  Register Online:  
  www.mastergitamastelife.chinfo.org

  December 25 - 31, 2018
  Register Online:  
  www.chinfo.org/advaita-vedanta-immersive2018

Advaita Vedanta Immersive 2018
with Swami Advayananda

  October 28 - November 7, 2018
  Register Online:  
  www.chinfo.org/bhagavatastutimala

Bhagavata Stuti Mala
with Pujya Guruji

Upcoming Events





Adi Sankara Nilayam, Adi Sankara Marg

Veliyanad, Ernakulam - 682313

Kerala, India
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office@chinfo.org  |  www.chinfo.org

Chinmaya International Foundation
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